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STNOPRIS OF PRRECRDING

CHAPTERS,
Werr Hippe. a gypsy Duke, llving In New York, han a pln!
© t0 KIIN off all but the gypay race by turning losse on the world
| A host of manikina with polsoned weapons. Into thewe creatures
:\\ has the power to Infuse temporary life.  Ho testa thelr
| Wwelty by turning them loose In a taxidermist's, where they
saughier all the birda,  Herr Hipps (who s commonly known
a8 'The Wondersmith'') has a beautitul daughter named Zonels,
about whom a mystery clinge
Zonela lovea and 1a loved by Salon,
.3 He comes to see her durlng Herr Hippe's abaence.
, dersmdth, returning, surprisea them.
Hippe binds the Hunohbaok and aweara to kill him, He also
" admite that Zonela !s not hla oh!ld, bui the kidnapped duughter
| o an Austvien nobieman
The Woanderem!th resoives to make Silon the Arat human vise

& humpback bookaeller,
The Won-

' tlm o the manlkina He and hix fellow-gypries gel drunk
! while polsoning the maniking' awoids
- S

CHAPTER VI,
Let Loose,
"¢y URE enoucsh, Eolon heard every word of the
rg flendish talk of the \Wondersmith,
For how many days he had beon shut up,
; bound In the terrible net, in that dark cloget, he did
{ not know; but fe!lt that his last hour was
L eome,
His lttle strength was completely
 forts to disentangle himself,
Once a day a door opened, and Herr H)ppo placed a
cerust of bread and a cup of water within his reach,
On this meagre fare he had auhslnted.
It was a hard life; It was betier
than the horrible death that menacea him
His braln rceled with terror at the prospest of {t.
Tnen, where was Zonela? Why did she not come to
his rescue? I3ut she was, perhaps, dead.

now he

worn out in ef.

but, hard as It was,

THE WONDERSMITH.

By FITZ-JAMES O’'BRIEN.

tbosam,

the boards with his hands, which were free from the
wrists down,

All clee waa a8 solldly laced up as an Indian pap.
poose.

Nothing but pride kept him from shrieking aloud,
when, on the night of Christmas eve, he heard the
fendish Hippe reclte the programme of his murder,

While he was thus watling and gnashing his teoeth
In darkness and torture, he heard a faint noise above
his head.

Then something seemed to leap from the celling nnd
allght softly an thoe floor

He shuddered with terror, |

Was it pome new torture of the Wondersmith'a in- |
vention?

The next moment,

he felt some small animal oraw)
Ing over his body, and a soft, sllky paw was pushed
Umidly across his face.

His heart leaped with joy,

It s Furbelow! he erled, “Zonela has sent him
1o came through the stove-plpe hole

It was Furbelow, Indeed, restored to life hy Zonela's'
care, and who had come down a narrow tube that no
human being could have threaded, to console the poor
captive,

rhe monkey nestled clogely Into the hunchbhack's
and, as he A w0, Solon telt gomething cold
and hard hanging from his neck.

He tourhed it

It war shiarp

By the dim light that struggled through the aper-
ture high up In the wall he discovered a knife sus-
pended by a hit of cord,

Ah! how the blood enme rushing through the velns
that crossed over and through his heart, when Iife
and lberty came to him In this bit of rusty steel!

With his manacled hands he loosened the hnu\‘on-'
sont weapon; nofew cuts were rapldly made in the
cunning network of cord that enveloped his Hmhs, and
In a few seconds he was freel—cramped and falnt

room was motlonlesa, |

the ohalr of the fortine-tellor gave s sadt
and the black bottle, already hanging dalf ont of her

and, fMiling Heavily to the groand, shivered Into frae-

fwaa put into hia, and In another moment Zonela's "l H[‘ W ()Nn[ RleTH Db Al H AL every ®ep they took they drove thelr thin
palpitating heart was pressed againal his own swords and qulvering dageers into the flesh of the
One long kiss, an embrace, a few whilaperad waords, Aranken authors of thelr belng
and the hunchbaok and the glirl sto'e softly towasd Tostah and k1 was thelr mission, and they atabbed
the door of the chamber In whloh the four gyps u-n‘ A kil with Ineredibie oy "
sept, ey elstered on the Wondersmith's sallow cheeks
Al seonied sti]; nothing but the hard heeathinla of and sinewy throat, plercing every portion with thelr
the Sleepers and the monotonous rocking of M Qiminutive polgoned hiades
Fllomel's ohnle bhroke the stlence Filamel's fat earvass was allve with them
Solon stoaped down and put his eye to the keyhaole ey blackened the spare body  of Monsleur Ker-
through which a red bar of Heh atole [Bto the entry plonne
An e 1A =a hia foot crashed some brittle sabstance | vocovered Oakemitih's hage form ilke a cluster
that lay Juat outside the door, at the &ume moment a ‘ of Inanols l .
howl of agony was heard to lssue from the room Overeoome completely with the fumes of wine, those
within, tny wounds did not for 4 fow moments awaken the
Solon stanted; nor 10 he know that at that inatant leening vletima
he bad crushoed Into deat M. Kerplonne's supernumoers Hut the swift and deadlv po‘son Macousha, with
ary eye, and the owner, though wrant in a drunken wht  the weapona had been so flendiishly anointed,
sleap, felt tha pang quiver throwgh his Lreain, | cian ta work
While S8olon poerad through the keyholo all in the | Hore Hippe, stung into sudden life, leaped to hia

He had not gazxed, however for many seconds when |
'n larch, '
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R S B R e R O SOR SO SRR SR SRR SR S R S 2

Its exciting features are soft- §

.
We are lost! The soulg have got lnoze! Wo are dead!
polsaned! Oh, acoursed ones! Oh, lemons, ve are slags
ing me! Ah! flends of hell!"

Aroused by these frightful howls, the three gypaies
sprang also to thelr feet, 1o nd themselves stung 8
death by the manlkins

They raved, they shrieked,
@sred round the echamber,

inded In the eyes by the ever-stabbing weapons—
with 2he poleon already burning in thelr veins ke
redhot lead—thelr forms swelling and discoloring vis.

they swore. They atag-

Ibly every moment—thelr howls and at'ftudes and
furious gestures made the scene look llke a chamber
in hell

Maddened bevond endurance, the Wonderamith,

half blind and choking with the venom that had eons
gertod all the blood vessels of his body, selzed dogens
of the maniking and dashed them Into the fire,
trampling them down with his feet,

“Ye shall dle, too, If I dle,”” he cried, with a roar
ltke that of tiger. “Ye shall burn, if T burn. I gave
ve life—I glve ye death,
Flends that ye are, to slay us! Help me, brothers!
|h'-r‘rn woe die, let us have our revenge!"

On this the other gypafes, themsalves maddened by
| approaching death, began hurling mantkins by hand.
| fuls Into the fire,

caught the flames and an awful struggle for 1ife tool
place In minlature In the grate.

Some of them escaped from between the bars and
{ran about the room, blazing, writhing In agony and
[t&niting the curtalns and other draperies that hung
faround

Others fought and stabbed one another in the very
core of the fire, Nke combating salamanders.

Meantime, the motions of the gypsies grew momn
Ianguld and slow, and thelr ourses were uttered 11
choked guttural tones,

The faces of all four were spotted with red and
green and violet, like so many egg plants,

Thelr bodies were swollen to a frightful size, and
last they dropped on the floor llke over-ripe .':
ghaken from the boughs by the winda of autumn.

The chamber was now a sheet of fire,

The flames roared round and round, as if peeling foy
excape, lloking every projecting cornice and il with
greedy tongues, as the serpent licks his prey betore M
swallows it

A hot breath eame through the keyhole and amoty
Solon and Zonela 11ke a wind of death. They
enich other's hands with a moan of terror and

i The little creatures, being wooden of body, qulokly
]

Down!—down!—burn!—flame!

The darkness, too, appalled him. with hunger, but free—free to mowve, 10 use the lmbs 4
A faint light, when the moon was hrlum,. came at | that God had given him for his preservation--free te | AL DEMONS, YE ARE BLAYING ME!™ from the house R
night through a chink far up In the wall; and the fight; to dle fighting, perhaps—but st to dle free (T T s v T N : -.7 to his clothea and The next morning, when Christmas Day was jue ::
only other hole fn tha camber WAs an aperture He ran to lhy door, | hey stond up stratstit, thele b lmbs moved, [|..| withh o dwarf army clinging to his ¢ 4 unclosing its eves and the happy ohildren all over tht o
b . | 'T'he bolt was a weak one, for the Wondersmith h“\]: thelr black eves flaghod with wicked p it his hands Vwavs atabbing, stabbing, ll;‘l"'\llk-l greoat city were peeping from their beds into th
throurh which, at some former time, o stove-pipe nad | a4 ulated more surely on his prison of cords than threndaike swords gloeamed as they waved them to | Ifor an  Instar \ I....k ..r.AMx.‘.m '.n-l\\-lhl--xnn-x‘\! myriads of stockings hanging near by, the blue akies
been passed. on any fnll of stone—-and with a few eofforts the dour’ na fro | clouded his then the horrible truth burst Upon | e pagvon shone through a black network of stone ane
1Sven If he were free, there would “ave heen small °‘|""““d sl The viilainous souls Imprizoned within the hottie I ’ll wrick like that which a horse utters charred ratters. )
) ) e went cautlously out Into the darkness, with Braan (o work within them ! Rave n 8hn .51 L ! e Tuess were all that remained of the habitation e
s cere I A Netwe 1] ' | fmse e 3 ( o) o
hope of escape; but, laced f' it were i ! otk of Furbetow perched on his shoulder pressing his cold Like the Diliputians, wben they found the Glant f when ©e finda himself factered "'“" SUTY '"'“‘" -‘Mb’ Merr Hippe, the Wonderamith,
steel, what was to be done? muzzlo against his cheek, The myriads of armed Qolls that lay fn pilea about | Gulliver aglecp, thoy 8 aload In swarms the burly sidea | fire—a shrick that cardle |'I 1h:~ nlr ‘..-1 m!l.sknm o ;w; (The End)
He groaned and writhed upon the floor, and tore atl He had made but a few steps when a tremdling hand [ the room became suddenly imbued with wotion of the touy sleeping gy psios sOakamith! Kerplonne!  Filomelt  Awake! awake!
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